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Energy-efficient stoves in Ghana 

With the help of specially developed, efficient stoves, families in Ghana can drastically reduce 

their need for firewood. This helps to slow down deforestation and prevents many respiratory 

diseases. 

 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

Rainforest deforestation due to agriculture and logging for char-

coal production is a major problem in Ghana. The demand for 

wood exceeds the growth of the forests by far. 

A large percentage of the produced charcoal is used by the local 

population for cooking. This causes additional greenhouse gas 

emissions and poses considerable health risks. 

As part of the project, traditional charcoal stoves are being re-

placed with improved stoves known as ‘Gyapa’. 

The Gyapa stove differs from the conventional method in the 

sense that its combustion chamber is well insulated with a ce-

ramic lining. It can therefore cook the food faster and requires 

50% less energy. In addition, less smoke is produced and families 

are not as exposed to toxic fumes. 

The project also offers benefits for the local economy, such as 

new jobs and access to a sustainable energy supply. The distri-

bution of the stoves contributes to the regional value added 

through the various sales channels. 

 

Project type: Energy efficiency 

Emission reduction: To date, the project has 

reduced CO2 emissions by more than 3 million 

tonnes. 

Project standard: The project has been au-

dited and certified by Gold Standard for its 

methods and procedures. 

 

Location: The efficient stoves are benefiting 

the people in Ghana. 
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SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC BENEFITS 

 Fewer health risks: The new stoves drastically improve indoor 

air quality, which helps to prevent respiratory, cardiovascular 

and eye diseases in mothers and children and avoids many 

premature deaths. 

 Creation of jobs: By training a group of accredited ceramists, 

Gyapas can be produced locally. The stoves are then distrib-

uted through a large network of local retailers. 

 Lower household expenditure: Households save money, as 

they are less dependent on having to purchase fuel. 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL ASPECTS 

 Reduction of greenhouse gases: To date, the project has re-

duced CO2 emissions by almost 3 million tonnes. 

 Protection of forests and biodiversity: The Gyapa de-

creases the demand for wood and thereby helps to protect 

Ghana’s precious forests and biodiversity. 

 Sustainable energy supply: The project reduces the depend-

ence on scarce natural resources. 

 Lower emissions of soot particles: More complete combus-

tion reduces the emission of soot, which also contributes to-

wards climate change. 

Would you like to support the project ‘Energy-efficient 

stoves in Ghana’ by purchasing certificates? 

Then please get in touch: 

Barbara Jossi, Head Climate Projects 

+41 31 330 15 75, barbara.jossi@swissclimate.ch 

 

 

 

 

 

Communication material 

 Factsheet 

 High-resolution photos 

Guaranteed Swiss Climate quality for credi-

ble carbon offsetting 

 High project standard (Gold Standard, VCS 

or equivalent) 

 Guaranteed additional CO2 reduction (addi-

tionality) 

 External validation and verification 

 Social and economic benefits 

 Complete transparency due to audited re-

tirement of credits in public registry (Gold 

Standard Registry) 

 


